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The embodiments of the invention in which an exclusive property or privilege is 
claimed are defined as follows: 

M ^ ^ Ji^ nJ- Method for searching a database to obtain an object that is related to an 
indicated (Jknect, comprising: 

(a) automatically creating a query related to the indicated object, the query 
having a data struchu-e that is recognizable by a search engine for the database; 

(b) providing the query to the search engine, the search engine searching the 
Q database for at least one objtot that is related to the indicated text; 

'r^ (c) returning the resti^ from the query of the database, the result indicating 

\j 

when at least one object is related to ihe indicated text; and 

^ (d) producing a display of a ri^ated object, so that the related object may be 

4* 

S3 associated with the indicated object. 

0 V 

05 So(i Gi2y \ The method of Claim 1, wherein the indicated object and the related 
object include data, the data comprising video, picture, sound, and text. 

3. \he method of Claim 1, further comprising: 

(a) enal^ling a qualification engine to determine a context of the indicated 
object; and 

(b) employirJ^ the context of the indicated object to automatically create the 
query for the database. 

4. The method of Glaim 1, further comprising: 
(a) indicating the relat\d object is to be purchased over a network; and 
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(b\ providing financial information to an electronic commerce service over 
the networkjX^e electronic commerce service enabling the purchase of the related object 
when the fmanmal information is complete. 



Method for obtaining an image fi-om a database for insertion into a 
document, tl^ image being related to indicated text, comprising: 

(a) enabling an automatic creation of a query related to the indicated text, the 
query having a datasstructure that is recognizable by a search engine for the database; 

(b) providing the query to the search engine, the search engine searching the 
database for an image thaKs related to the indicated text; 

(c) returning the rb^lt from the query of the database, the result indicating 
when at least one image is related lo the indicated text; 

(d) enabling the display or^t least one image indicated by the result fi-om the 
query, a displayed image being selectable lor insertion into the document; and 

(e) displaying a related image thars^s inserted into the document, so that the 
related image is associated with the indicated text the document. 
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The method of Claim 5, further comprising employing a user interface 
component\o automatically create the query for the database, the creation of the query 
being related t\ the indicated text. 

7. The\nethod of Claim 6, wherein the user interface component enables the 
indicated text to be eoiied. 

8. The method, of Claim 6, wherein the user interface component enables the 
indicated text to be chosen invthe document. 
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9\ The method of Claim 8, further comprising choosing the indicated text in 
the document for the query of the database from within an application program that 
provides the document. 

10. The method of Claim 9, further comprising choosing a command to create 
the query for the indicated text, the command including an indication in a context menu, 
drop-down menu, pop-up window, dialogue box, toolbar and hot key. 



0 



The method of Claim 9, further comprising choosing the indicated text in 
the document^lqr the query of the database from an application program that is separate 

- J from another application program that provides the document. 

si 

Q^; ^^561^ method of Claim 5, further comprising enabling the indicated text to 

4^ be chosen^m another application program that does not provide the document, including 

B a clipboard ptogram. 

0 . 

U 13. T\e method of Claim 6, further comprising: 

(a) enabling a qualification engine to determine a context of the indicated text 

1 \ 

within the document; and 

(b) providingXthe context of the indicated text to the user interface 
component, the user interface component employing the context of the indicated text to 
automatically create the query tor the database. 

14. The method of ClaiWi 13, wherein the determined context of the indicated 
text includes text, template, sound, vfdeo, picture, use and user preference. 
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15. The method of Claim 5, wherein the search engine is a local search 



engine, theMocal search engine employing the query to search for related images on a 
local drive that includes the database. 

16. Tf^ method of Claim 15, wherein the local drive includes hard disk, 
floppy disk, tape drWe, DVD and CD-ROM. 

17. The memod of Claim 5, wherein the query's data structure includes XML. 

18. The method of Claim 5, further comprising employing a network 
component to communicare with the search engine over a network, the network 
including an intranet and the Ifitemet. 

19. The method of Cl^m 5, further comprising employing a result component 
to manage the result of the query \etumed by the search engine, the result component 
enabling the parsing, storing and display of the result of the query. 

20. The method of Claim 5, A^erein the result is in a metadata format. 

21. The method of Claim 5, furtWr comprising requesting at least one related 
image from the database that is indicated bAthe result of the query, the related image 
being provided as binary image data. \ 

22. The method of Claim 21, furthV comprising employing an image 
component for managing the storage and display of binary image data. 

23. The method of Claim 21, further comprising employing a navigation 
component to provide at least one control for displaying ast least one related image. 
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A'S^ '^^* method of Claim 21, wherein the navigation component enables the 

display of ^group of related images in a slide show, the group of related images being 
indicated in thevresult from the query. 

25. The niethod of Claim 21, wherein the navigation component enables 
another group of related images to be displayed in the slide show, the other group of 
related images being indicated in the result from the query. 



o 

yJ 

01 
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26. The method of Claim 21, wherein the navigation component includes a 
control for determining a period of t^ie that each related image is displayed in the slide 
show. 

27. The method of Claim 21, whefbin the navigation component includes a 
control for indicating the number of the related H^age in the group that is currently 
displayed in the slide show. 

28. The method of Claim 21, wherein the navig^on component includes a 
control for indicating each group of related images that are cw^ntly displayed in the 
slide show. 

The method of Claim 5, fiirther comprising enabling a help facility to 
provide an explanation of a chosen topic and the help facility being launched in response 
to an input. 

30. The Vethod of Claim 5, wherein the display of at least one related image 
further comprises displWing a thumbnail of the related image. 
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\ 31. The method of Claim 5, further comprises including a digital watermark 
with theyelated image, the digital watermark including information related to the content 
of the related image. 

32. \ The method of Claim 5, further comprises including a cookie with the 
query, the cookie including information related to a user. 

33. TheVnethod of Claim 5, further comprising: 

(a) indicaWg a higher quality image of the related image is to be purchased 
over a network; \ 

(b) providing Vmancial information to an electronic commerce service over 
the network, the electronic cwDmmerce service enabling the purchase of the higher quality 
image when the financial infonnation is complete; and 

(c) inserting the purchased higher quality image into the document so that the 
higher quality image is displayed Vith the indicated text. 

34. The method of Claim 33, further comprising employing an electronic 
shopping cart to store a potential purcWase of the higher quality image. 

35. The method of Claim 33, mrther comprising enabling a parameter of the 
higher quality image to be indicated. \ 

36. The method of Claim 33, further comprising enabling a use of the higher 
quality image to be indicated. \ 

37. The method of Claim 5, further comprising: 

(a) each time indicated text is employed to create the query, automatically 
saving the indicated text as an entry in a history file; and 
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Vb) enabling at least one of the entries in the history file to be chosen for the 
currently indicated text. 

38. Vrhe method of Claim 5, further comprising embedding a URL with the 
related image pasted into the document, the URL providing a link to information 
associated with the mated image. 

39. The meth^ of Claim 5, further comprising automatically determining a 
word that is closest to a cursor when no indicated text is provided and employing the 
determined word as indicated text. 

40. The method of Cl^m 18, wherein the network component employs a 
transmission device to automaticallySconnect to the search engine for the database, the 
transmission device including cable motiem, network interface card, telephony modem, 
satellite dish and radio transceiver. \ 

4L The method of Claim 18, fiirtl^r comprising employing the network 
component to automatically connect to the sear^ engine for the database when the 
search engine is remotely located from the indicated r^xt. 

42. The method of Claim 18, wherein the ne^ork component employs a 
proxy server to automatically connect to the search engine fonthe database. 

43. The method of Claim 18, wherein the network comnonent employs a dial 
up facility to automatically connect to the search engine for the database. 

44. The method of Claim 18, wherein the network compo\nent launches a 
browser to automatically connect to the search engine for the database. \ 
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The method of Claim 18, wherein the network component automatically 
connects to\he search engine. 

46. ilie method of Claim 18, wherein the network component launches a 
browser to managi^ a purchase of a higher quality image associated with the related 
image. 

47. The methW of Claim 18, wherein the network component manages a 
purchase of a higher quality ^page associated with the related image. 

A system for obtaining an image from a database for pasting into a 
document the image being related to indicated text, comprising: 

(a) \ a client process for causing functions to be performed, including: 

m enabling an automatic creation of a query based on the indicated 
text, the query having a data structure that is recognizable by a search engine for the 
database; \ 

(ii) prbyiding the query to the search engine, the search engine 
searching the database for m^image that is related to the indicated text; 

(iii) enablingsa display of at least one related image indicated by the 
result from the query, the display\pf a related image being selectable for insertion into 
the document; and \ 

(iv) displaying the related image that is inserted into the document, the 
related image being associated with the inoicated text in the document; and. 

(b) a server process for causing fiim^ions to be performed, including: 

(i) retuming the result fromNhe query of the database, the result 
indicating when at least one image is related to the indicated text; and 
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i) enabling the search engine to locate at least one image in the 



database that is re^^ed to the indicated text. 



Gll^ ^ system of Claim 48, wherein the client process causes further 

functions tcn^e performed, comprising: 

(a) Indicating a higher quality image of the related image is to be purchased 
over a network; 

(b) providi^ng financial information to an electronic commerce service over 
the network, the electronic commerce service enabling the purchase of the higher quality 
image when the financial information is complete; and 

(c) inserting the pWchased higher quality image into the document so that the 
higher quality image is displaye^^with the indicated text. 



A computer readable medium having computer-executable components, 

compnsmS: 

(a) \ a component for automatically creating a query related to indicated text, 
the query having, a data structure that is recognizable by a search engine for a database; 

(b) a component for providing the query to the search engine, the search 
engine searching the database for an image that is related to the indicated text; 

(c) a component for returning the result from the query of the database, the 
result indicating when at lekst one image is related to the indicated text; 

(d) a component tor enabling the display of at least one related image 
indicated by the result from theNjuery, the display of the related image being selectable 
for insertion into the document; anc 

(e) a component for displaying the related image that is inserted into the 
document, so that the related image is associated with the indicated text in the document. 
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Method for electronically purchasing an image over a network, 

compnsing> 

(a) \ automatically creating a query related to an indicated object, the query 
having a data structure that is recognizable by a search engine for the database; 

(b) providing the query to the search engine, the search engine searching the 
database for at least>one image that is related to the indicated object; 

(c) retumiiQg the result from the query of the database, the result indicating 
when at least one imageas related to the indicated object; 

(d) indicating V related image is to be purchased over the network, financial 
information being providedVo an electronic commerce service that enables the purchase 
of the related image when theVmancial information is complete; and 

(e) when the relateayimage is purchased, enabling a display of the related 
image, so that the related image rnW be associated with the indicated object. 



52. The method of Claim\51, wherein the indicated object includes data, 
comprising video, picture, sound, and text 

53. The method of Claim 51, fiirtW comprising: 

(a) enabling a qualification engineyto determine a context of the indicated 
object; and 

(b) employing the context of the indica\fd object to automatically create the 
query for the database. 
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